Curtail Fuel wastage through technology

Till Newer alternatives are developed
To Save Costs, Forex & Health
Concerned Citizens
Now that we the Smart Aleks have sniggered at proposed closure of petrol pumps at night to curtail consumption, and baulked at monthly price rises of fuels to minimise shocks, it is incumbent on us responsible citizens to come up with alternatives to achieve desired goals for reducing fuel usage, avoiding wastage, improving efficiencies, ensuring effectiveness, saving foreign exchange etc.
The early ‘70s Oil Shock and the price rises later –failing the 18$ barrel understanding- despite the crash below 10$ in mid ‘80s, have caused much technological developments reducing fuel usage. 
Evolution of small cars, re-evolution of larger ones as SUVs and the like, however, has impacted the mind-sets, markets and economies. Demise of US automakers notwithstanding –to a large extent on SUV pre-disposition- and shift to Far East and thence to india, we are far behind achievable goals that can be focused and prioritised by the fuel-automobile industries, and the user citizens too.
Now that we are close to ‘peak oil’ –though with Shale oil and Tar sands seeping out as blessings in disguise- with LNG becoming a practicable alternative before Solar scales up, it is timeous to seek and implement solutions on war footing to minimise usage, wastage and foreign exchange stress. 

That the internal combustion engine is inherently inefficient is a fact that cannot be wiped away, considering its output usage even after allowing for all the recovery mechanisms in use. Given that various countries, cities and a pioneer city state like Singapore has mandated strict measures, it is imperative that a developing country like India should lead the next charge with viable solutions.

Since laws and technologies take their own sweet time to be developed, implemented and impact to deliver results and show up as nett gains, let us consider short, medium and long term ideas.

It need be added that, all these will bear fruits only with clean governance, committed citizenry with discipline and compliance culture, corrective measures, and fast and strict implementation. Extra revenues generated here-from should be effectively put into use for further improvements.
Consider first the measures that can be quickly enforced given the centre-state power sharing:
Reduce/minimise car/vehicles/fuel allocations for politicians and bureaucrats^ including those for their security and motorcade; governors and cronies not exempted please**
Replace all the vehicles for above usage with fuel efficient ones with engines up to 2000cc***
Like taxing vehicles above 4m length at higher rates, tax them all high above 2000cc

Prohibit usage of vehicles above ~2000cc during working days (Sundays and holidays exempted) within city, towns and villages

^^Synchronise traffic signals at main thorough fares & intersections for smoother flows. Fuel wasted at traffic signals due to idling/slow flow wastes a lot of fuel causing pollution/health hazards.

^^Improve traffic flows to suit density and usage during mornings and evenings

^^Improve carriage ways for smooth traffic flows with quality roads, drainage, width, no obstructions 
^^Enforce existing parking restrictions and toll collections strictly; improve and develop more.
^^Introduce car sharing during peak hours along with electronic monitoring and congestion charges

^^Restrict vehicle usage within congested areas based on odd/even numbers

^^Develop multilevel car parking, limiting space with priority for smaller cars
Earmark usage of cars above 2000cc for long distance, outside city/town/village limits using bypasses when passing them. Levy special taxes while entering and leaving, based on usage 

Monitor vehicle usage with GPS for insurance, tolling and premium for high density area usage
Restrict vehicle ownership to one per person and for companies based on employees in that area
Now that we are at Bharat IV, improve on fuel efficiency and exhaust norms continuously

Promote Hybrids and alternative energy usage, considering possibilities with LNG, Solar etc

Give tax concessions to relatively/highly fuel efficient vehicles (testing them regularly as necy)

Promote multimodal transportation in congested areas with single ticketing for rail, road, metros and water (where applicable) for buses, trains etc

Promote usage of battery powered/supported vehicles with recharge facilities

Promote usage of cycles with Cycle lanes

Provide Bus lanes and bus-bays prioritising their passage

Encourage walking to work for better health and stress relief 

Implement recycling methodologies on life cycle basis for the entire automobile sector

Fast track highway development schemes on a cost and time bound basis

^It will be hardest to get any changes with whatever affects politicians, bureaucrats, their conies, family etc. Nevertheless, let us start making demands and changes will ensue step by step

~If controls from 2000cc up is demanded, we may succeed from 3000cc upwards
^^Move old government offices to congestion free areas, developing new townships and even new capitals for all states with full provisions for e-governance within say ten years
**These are reported to be causing phenomenal drainage of the exchequer

*** These gas guzzlers, apart from serving the prestige issue, are the real wasters of fuel, causing pollution, and avoidable hazards also. They monpolise more space on the road and in car parks too.

Introduce one way flows in most of the inner roads as possible; for, traffic congestions caused by those fouling two-way systems –when one side gets blocked- is causing severe loss in all respects. 

